Minutes from 1/14/10 HCP Meeting
First meeting of the election year!!!
Heaters installed by Dave Pollack and Dan Doerschner
LTE meeting at Buffalo Books. Thanks Lee Artz
Special guests: Andy Vavra, John Klimek, Marletta Seats; Jess Minks, Susan Alexrod,
Bob says HCP has a goal to get Jess elected.
Moment of silence for people who lost their lives in Haiti
Officiers present, Bob Miller, Ginny Washburn, Dave Pollack, Adele Lanan
New format, programs on separate day from meetings
Meeting focus-local politics
Last program-Rethink Afghanistan, 
Next Program:  2/1 One year review of Obama administration
Focus on elections-calls to voters to discuss issues
Last time only 6 Democratic candidates out of 13 for county commissioner
Having a Democrat on the ballot for all 13 districts would help all Dem candidates on ballot
Kelly Y thinking of running
RV School district openings on school board, Jim V thinking of running
Ginny report-Haiti text, Ted Kennedy seat in MA, Membership-please fill out form
Dave treasurers report, head and shoulders above water. Will have to do more fundraising, so we can offer money to candidates
Pass hat
Ballot initiative, ecoli in Galien river. E coli not well understood. Could be from older homes that don’t have good septic systems. Dept of Health would have to be persuaded. Other counties have this.
If not, then ballot initiative. Opponents will not want exposure of opposition. Meeting 1/21 with DEQ, Dept of Health. Both strategies are active. Sara B says not just Galien river.
Hanson Clark-fair and affordable insurance act petition circulated.
· We are getting ripped off, MI auto insurance higher that most states.
· Cut premiums by 20%. Currently use education, background, job to determine rates, all rates would need to go through insurance commission.
· Good “get out the vote” tool
· Passed out petition
3 Members went to the county commission meeting
Fedupton.com-look like fred upton site, do videos, get attention for the term fedupton.
Community Service- Feed the children 1st Thursday of month, may involve other organizations in future, researching
HCP members have packed 15 pallets, 
Will teach people how to do earned income tax credit
Susan Axelrod discussed the Dream Academy in Benton Harbor, Linda Strain is on the board.
Tabled motion, HCP position on Feingold withdrawal from Afghanistan, will continue to table. Will be on agenda for next month meeting. 
Motion for next monthly meeting endorsement for Jocelyn Benson
State of the Union viewing party to be held
Adjournment moved and seconded
Program by Vavra, Seats and Klimek.
Andy Vavra discussed the Galien River County Park proposal in New Buffalo. 2/26 official notice for public input for DNR written comment


